2009 Skagit Watershed Letterbox Trail Clues

Letterboxing is a form of recreation that is fun for the whole family! Someone hides a distinctive box, and then gives clues to others in hopes that they may find the box.  We’ve hidden educational boxes all up and down the Skagit Watershed area!  You can start by getting a small journal, ink-stamp, and inkpad. Our boxes contain a logbook and a stamp or sticker for you to stamp into your own personal logbook, and then stamp yours into our logbook!  Find them all!  This adventure continues until late-October!  Leave your contact info with peteh@skagitwater.org to receive information about the wrap-up party!!!  360  419 3161 or peteh@skagitwater.org to report missing/damaged boxes.

(Try www.atlasquest.com for any clue updates and to record your successes and comments!)

1.) North Cascades National Park – National Park Service


 Venture up the Skagit Watershed along the wild and scenic river as far as Goodell Creek. Near Milepost 120 you will see the turn south across the
river to the North Cascades Visitor Center. Park in the parallel parking just after you cross the river across from the Newhalem Creek Campground camp tender station. Go to the large map board ahead on your right and follow the "To Know a Tree Trail" toward the Skagit River.  A short distance beyond the panel for the Pacific Yew you will see 'towering sentinels'. The letterbox is hidden on the river side of one that reaches skyward with three tops. Remember to take care not to trample vegetation and stay on existing trails while finding your clue and stamping your journal!
2.) Marblemount Hatchery – Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group                                                                                                         



From I-5, travel on Hwy 20 east 46 miles to Marblemount. Turn right on Cascade River Road, then turn right on Rockport Cascade Road, and then right on Fish Hatchery road. Continue on Fish Hatchery Road, and park in the west end of the lot, by the brick house. Travel north (toward the cement fish pools) to find a red sign with a large letter A on it. Take a self-guided tour brochure from the brochure holder and follow the hatchery trail about 250 paces down the trail. Look for a vehicle access road to your left. Follow this road to a clearing, and on your left there will be two medium-sized Alder trees, one that is scarred. Behind the scarred Alder you will find your letterbox, with the secret word inside. Return to the path, and continue left down the path for a gorgeous wild view of the confluence of Clark Creek, Jordan Creek, and the Cascade River (and don’t forget to look for fish!).

3.) Howard Miller Steelhead Park – Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group   (NOTE:  AS OF AUGUST 21, THIS BOX IS DISCONTINUED- it keeps disappearing)                                                                                       



From I-5, travel on HWY 20 east 37 miles to SR 530, turn right on SR 530. Within 0.1 mile, turn right into Howard Miller Steelhead Park. Continue through to the far west end of the park, and park by the bathroom area within the camping section. Travel west along the river onto a berm where you will find the main trail (you will need to walk nearby a few camper sites). Cross the footbridge and find the ‘Trees and Salmon’ interpretative sign. Continue west along the trail until you see a Big Leaf Maple in the middle of the trail (the trail has been mowed on both sides of the Maple). From the Maple, continue 35 paces to multi-trunk Maple on the right side of trail. The letterbox will be waiting for you within this multi-trunk Maple, as will your secret word.

4.) Hurn Elk Field - -Skagit Land Trust


 Roughly 25 miles east on Hwy 20 from Burlington, you will see Hurn Field Conservation Area on the right. It is a gravel pull-out with interpretive signs and a large field. Check for elk before continuing! From here you will drive another few hundred feet and make a sharp left on Challenger Rd. Look for the Cascade Trail on your right & park. Walk along the trail until you come to the end of the first fence (by a residence). Turn 90 degrees left and walk into the woods. Immediately you will come to a big leaf maple. Walk to the backside of the tree and you will see a sawed off stump. From here turn 90 degrees right and you will see an uprooted tree. The letterbox will be poking out from underneath its capsized roots.

5.) Northern State Recreational Area – Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group                                                                                         



 From I-5, take Hwy 20 for 8 miles east to Helmick road in Sedro-Woolley. Turn left on Helmick Road, and park on the left in the gravel parking lot for Northern State Recreational Area. From the kiosk on your right, follow the trail around, taking a left at the first intersection to approach the creek (Hansen Creek). Continue following the gravel trail along the creek and up an incline onto a ridge. From the ridge, turn left onto a grassy path with a steep downhill. Follow this path until it rejoins the wider trail. On your right there will be a line of Horse-Chestnut trees. The letterbox will be waiting for you under one of the large Horse-Chestnuts. In the box, you will find the secret word. 

6.) Pomona Grange Park – Skagit Conservation Education Alliance (SCEA)


Going north on I-5 (from Mount Vernon), take the Bow Hill Road Exit (#236).  Go east on the Bow Hill Road to the stop sign at the Old Hwy 99 intersection.  Turn LEFT (north) on the Old Hwy 99.  Pomona Grange Park is ¼ mile on your right.  At the park, all trails lead to the creek!  Along the creek, if you are quiet and patient, you will probably be able to see our Keyword.  The Keyword is also in our box and that is hidden behind a big Face, along one of the trails!  All trails eventually pass by the Face too, but if you chose the right one, you will find it faster!  Enjoy the beautiful park – maybe take a picnic.

7.) Taylor Shellfish Farm– Taylor Shellfish


Heading north on I-5 (from Mt. Vernon), take exit 231. Head north on Chuckanut Drive (Hwy 11) for 10 miles to the Oyster Creek Inn Restaurant (just past the hairpin turn). The entrance to the farm’s driveway is in the corner of the restaurant’s parking lot. Drive under the sign, across the bridge and down the hill. It’s about a half mile to the facility. Please be careful crossing the railroad track. Park near the Taylor Shellfish retail store and walk towards the bay.  If the tide is in, you may have to get your feet wet! From this point, follow the oyster shells to the “light” to find the rest of the clue!

8.) Padilla Bay Reserve – Padilla Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve


Take Highway 20 west from I-5 about 7 miles to the light at the Farmhouse Inn Restaurant. Go right onto BayView-Edison Road. for about 3 miles to BayView State Park. The Reserve is about a half mile past the State Park.  From the parking area, start walking the upland trail which begins to the north of the interpretive center. At the split in the trail stay to the left, heading east into the forest.  Staying on the trail, walk past the Scottish Highland cattle and the large pile of stones. Continue on the path for approximately five minutes. On the left side of the trail you will pass a large old Douglas fir and walk into a grove of cedar trees. On the right side of the trail you will see a large stump that is now nursing new growth.  You will come to a shelter near a large tree which is home to honey bees. Enter the shelter and look to the south where a bench sits among grasses and vetch. Look closely as this is where you will find the box

9.)  Padilla Bay Shore Trail (north entrance) – Skagit Conservation District


From Interstate 5 north of Burlington, take Exit 231 and go west on Josh Wilson Road (northbound: turn right at the end of the exit ramp, cross over the freeway, and turn left on Josh Wilson; southbound: turn left off the exit ramp, then take the first immediate left). Go 6.5 miles on Josh Wilson and turn left at the bay (stop sign) onto BayView-Edison Road. Go south on BayView-Edison for approx. ½ mile to Second Street.  Turn left on Second Street to the Shore Trail parking lot (will be on your left). After parking, walk back down Second Street and turn left on BayView-Edison Road - walk down road to marked trailhead (cross street).   As you start your walk down the trail, watch for the “Clean Water is a Choice We Make” kiosk, which will be on your left.  Stop and read the sign. In your journal, record one (or more) of the things that you can do to protect water quality that are listed in the last paragraph. Now continue on your shore-trail walk, listen to the songbirds, and enjoy the beautiful views of Padilla Bay, the mudflats, and Skagit Valley farmlands.  After passing the 5/8 mile trail marker, see bench ahead on your right.  Have a seat on the bench.  The shrub immediately to your left is hiding the letterbox you are looking for.  

10.) Hillcrest Park – Skagit Valley Backyard Habitat


 Take exit 226 off I-5 (Kincaid) and turn east.  Follow road up the hill to 13th St. and turn right.  Continue until you see Hillcrest Park on the right.  Turn into the main entrance and follow road toward the children's playground.  Park and locate the carved pole with the Bald Eagle on the top.  Take approx. 30 paces towards a group of large Oregon grape and Rhododendron bushes, just past the garbage can.  The box is located under one of the large Oregon grape bushes.  Have fun and good luck on your journey! 
11.) PUD Main Office – Skagit Public Utility District #1


 From Interstate 5, take the College Way (Exit 227).  Head west on College Way before   turning left on Freeway Drive, continue south for approximately ¼ mile to the PUD’s Main Office, located on your right. After entering the customer service entrance,  park your vehicle as near to the athletic fields along the west side of the parking lot as possible. Go to the extreme northwest end of the parking lot. From there head due east for 100 paces (300 ft.). Head south from here 20 paces. As you look towards the ground you will see a small underground vault identified with an aluminum medallion bearing an inscription reading: “Skagit PUD Watershed Letter Box.” This vault contains a Letter Box, where you will find the special word (and more!) you are looking to record in your logbook from this site. You will also learn more about “conserving” the single most important gift provided through the Skagit Watershed.

12.) WSU Discovery Gardens – Master Composters/Recyclers

 Go to the WSU Research and Extension Center at 16650 SR 536 just west of Mt. Vernon.  Discover the garden where birds take their bath. Through the shade of the trees walk past a little cottage, become friends with cottontail rabbits. Let them guide you north around the veggie patch and past the raspberries into view of a large stone wall.  Don’t let Mr. McGregor’s scarecrow catch you! Behind the wall a tiny and important world is at work, under the arbor you will find this world magnified across from a green magic trunk, hiding behind the resting bench.

13.)  Port of Skagit County – Bayview Ridge Trail System   


From I-5, exit at Highway 20.  Go west on Highway 20 to Higgins Airport Way.  Turn right onto Higgins Airport Way and travel north.  When you reach Ovenell Road, turn left and then immediately right into the parking lot at this corner.  This is one of the main parking areas for access to our trail system. Hike north on the trail from the Ovenell parking lot until you reach a small foot bridge.  Cross the bridge and walk approximately 50 feet north to a park bench.  The box is hidden in the alders across the trail from the bench.  

14.)  Port of Skagit County – Swinomish Channel and La Conner Marina


From I-5, exit at Highway 20.  Go west on Highway 20 to La Conner Whitney Road.  Turn left at the stop light next to the Farm House Inn and head south on La Conner Whitney Road to the roundabout.  Go right at the roundabout onto Morris Street and head west on Morris Street into the Town of La Conner.  Take a right on North 3rd Street where you will see a sign for the La Conner Marina and go north on N. 3rd Street to the La Conner Marina.   When you have passed the first marina basin and crossed a large drainageway, turn left into the parking lot on North Basin Street.  Park in the parking lot next to the marina office building.  Walk to the brick restroom located in the northeast corner of the parking lot.  Starting from the big shore pine located at the northeast corner of the building, look for the letterbox in the nearest shrubs in the landscaping.  Please be gentle with the landscaping while you are here.  Once you find the box, look for the park bench along the marina basin just north of this location or the gazebo located in the northwest corner of the parking lot for a nice place to sit and watch the water while you explore the contents of the letterbox!

15.) Anacortes Community Garden  – Skagit Beat the Heat

  Take SR 20 west to Anacortes and then head north on Commercial Ave.  Turn right onto 28th street (Jack in the Box on adjacent corner), Arrive at 28th St & Q Ave. The garden is located directly behind Storks Restaurant and Bowling Alley.  The 29th Street Community Garden invites you to open the gate to knowledge on climate change and local food.  Our letterbox will shed light on how to grow your own food and ramp up your knowledge on how to reduce your carbon footprint!

16.) Washington Park – WSU Beach Watchers


 From I-5, Take State Highway 20 to Anacortes, and then follow the signs that lead you through town 4 miles to the San Juan Ferry.  Just before the entrance to the Ferry Terminal, move to the left lane and follow Sunset Avenue a little more than 1/2 mile to the entrance to Washington Park.  Follow signs leading to the Loop Road.  You can park in the ‘Day Use Parking’ area.   From the parking area, head downhill past the public restrooms and walk along the Loop Road.  Off to the right you will see the famous leaning tree and Cypress Island in the distance.  In about ½ mile you will reach a stairway that leads down to the beach.  (You can also drive to the stairs between the hours of 10am and dusk – there is a parking area nearby.  Just remember that the loop road is a one-way road!)  Walk down the stairs and turn left.  Go approximately 118 paces along the beach until you reach a very large driftwood stump.  Walk around to the back of the stump.  You will find the letterbox hidden there.  Enjoy exploring the places that our special keyword describes.  Watch your step and have fun!

17.) Cumberland Creek – Skagit Land Trust    BONUS BOX!

 From  the Park and Ride at the intersection of SR 9 and the So. Skagit Highway, go east on the So. Skagit Highway for about 12.2 miles to 34183 So. Skagit Highway.  On the left side of the road there is a little old black mailbox and a turnoff.  The blue address sign is partially hidden by brush!  When you turn off, there will be a grassy parking area to the left and you will see a yellow bar-gate and a Skagit Land Trust sign.  The rest of the clue is behind that sign!  When you cross Loretta Creek you are nearly there.  If you cross Cumberland Creek you went too far!  Drive safely!

Waiver of Responsibility and Disclaimer


Know and respect your limits. Do some research before you go: Know how long and difficult of a hike the letterbox requires. Know the weather forecast. Learn from rangers the local trail conditions. And if you ever find yourself on a dangerously rocky part of a trail that’s wet and slippery, use common sense and turn around. No letterbox is worth the danger of getting injured! If you are lucky enough to see wildlife, do not approach or disturb it. Do not feed the animals – even if it is small, cute, and apparently harmless. If Animals lose their fear of humans, they can and will cause problems with future hikers and letterboxes. Trailhead break-ins are a possibility, so do not leave valuables in your car – or at the very least, keep them hidden from view. You are solely responsible for your vehicle and its contents. Do not let children hunt for letterboxes unsupervised. By reading and utilizing the letterbox clues on this sheet, you acknowledge the above conditions, accept responsibility for your own actions, and agree to hold non-liable the clue writers, website authors, and letterboxing organizations and further, agree to provide this disclaimer to any person with whom you share these letterbox clues.
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